The Holy Spirit

by Ray Losey
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The Spirit is a Person

The Spirit is God

The Spirit is Called…

Word Pictures of the Spirit

The Spirit’s Trinitarian Relationship

The Spirit’s Work in the Old Testament

The Spirit’s Work in the Life and Ministry of Jesus

The Spirit in the Life of the Unbeliever

The Spirit in the Life of the New Testament Believer
MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU
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New Age -- the Spirit is an impersonal creative principle.

Jehovah Witnesses -- an impersonal and invisible active force.

Mormons -- a spirit man; an impersonal influence.

Islam -- the Spirit is Muhammad or the Qur’an.

Modalism -- the Spirit is a mode or a form of God’s activity.

T. D. Jakes -- “I can feel the Holy Spirit in my big toe!”
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He Possesses the Attributes of a Person

· Mind -- "the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God"

[image: image11.wmf]      (I Corinthians 2:10-11).

· Emotion -- "do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God" (Ephesians 4:30, Isaiah 63:10).

· Will -- "But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills" (I Corinthians 12:11).

He Possesses the Actions of a Person

· Teaches – “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things” (John 14:26).

· Bears Witness -- “the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me” (John 15:26).

· Leads or Guides -- “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Romans 8:14).

· Intercedes -- “we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us” (Romans 8:26).

· Comforts -- “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper” (Jn. 14:16).

He is Treated Like a Person
· Lied to -- “Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit” (Acts 5:3).

· Rebelled Against -- “they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit…” (Isaiah 63:10)

· Resisted -- “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit…”(Acts 7:51). “Do not quench the Spirit…” (I Thessalonians 5:19).

· Insulted -- “…and has insulted the Spirit of grace?” (Hebrews 10:29).

· Blasphemed -- “…blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven” (Matt. 12:31).
The Masculine Personal Pronoun is used with the Spirit

· John 14:16 -- "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper (neuter), and He (masculine) may be with you forever".

· John 15:26 -- "When the Helper (masculine) comes, …the Spirit (neuter) of truth, who precedes from the Father, He (masculine) will bear witness of Me".
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John 16:13-14 -- "But when He (masculine) the Spirit (neuter) of truth comes, He will guide (masculine) you into all the truth…."
He Possesses the Attributes of God

· Eternality -- "…the eternal Spirit" (Hebrews 9:14).
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· Omnipotence -- “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35; 4:14); “Spirit works all these things…just as He wills” (I Corinthians 12:11).

· Omniscience -- "…the Spirit searches all things" (I Corinthians 2:10) “…the Spirit is the truth” (I John 5:6).

· Omnipresent -- "Where can I go from Your Spirit?” (Psalm 139:7-10).

He Possesses the Prerogatives of God

· Sends Missionaries -- “being sent out by the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:4).

· Gives Gifts -- “to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (I Corinthians 12:4-11).

· Deserving of Worship and Honor -- Although the Spirit is to honor Christ, it is still appropriate to worship the Spirit, because He is God (II Corinthians 13:14); “we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:3).

· He can be Blasphemed -- Only God can be blasphemed, which is honor not given or robbed from Him, "blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven" (Matt. 12:31).

He Possesses the Activities of God
· Creation
· “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters” (Genesis 1:2).

· “By His Spirit He adorned the heavens…” (Job 26:13). Also see Psalm 104:30 and Isaiah 32:15.
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Regeneration
· “unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5-6).

· “He saved us... by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).

· Sanctification
· “…by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:2).

· Revelation
· “we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God” (I Corinthians 2:12).

· Inspiration
· “All Scripture is God breathed…” (II Timothy 3:16) Breath is a synonymy of spirit or the Spirit.

· “No prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit from God" (II Peter 1:21)

· “things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words”            (I Corinthians 2:12-13).

· Illumination
· “…but he who is spiritual, appraises (understands) all thing" (I Cor. 2:14-15).

· Raises the Dead
· "the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus" (Romans 8:11).
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Lying to the Holy Spirit = Lying to God

· Acts 5:3-4 -- "Ananias why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit... You have not lied to men, but to God".

The Testimony of the Spirit = The Testimony of God

· I John 5:6-9 and John 15:26 -- the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth…but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son…When the Helper comes…the Spirit of truth…He will testify about Me”.

The Spirit of God = The Temple of God

· I Corinthians 3:16 -- "Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?" Only God dwells in the temple, and if the Spirit dwells in the temple, then the Spirit is God.

Resisting the Spirit = Resisting the Lord

· Acts 7:51 -- "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing what your fathers did". Their fathers resisted the Word of the Lord spoken through His prophets by the inspiration of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit Speaking = The Lord Speaking

· Acts 28:25-27 -- "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet..." Paul attributed the words that God told Isaiah as spoken by the Holy Spirit. It was "God the Holy Spirit" who was speaking to Isaiah. (Also compare: Jeremiah 31:33-34 with Hebrews 10:15-17; and Exodus 16:7; Psalm 95:8 with Hebrews 3:7-9).
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· The Spirit (Matthew 4:1; 22:43; John 16:15; Acts 8:29; Romans 8:5; I Corinthians 12:7; Galatians 5:22)

[image: image19.wmf]
· The Spirit of God (Matthew 3:16; I Corinthians 2:14; I John 4:2)

· The Spirit of our God (I Corinthians 6:11)

· The Spirit who is from God (I Corinthians 2:12)

· The Spirit of the Lord: “Yahweh” (Isaiah 11:2; Luke 4:18; Acts 8:39; II Cor. 3:17)

· The Lord, the Spirit; The Lord is the Spirit (II Corinthians 3:17)

· The Lord, who is the Spirit (II Corinthians 3:18)

· The Spirit of your Father (Matthew 10:20)

· The Spirit of the living God (II Corinthians 3:3)

· The Spirit of glory and of God (I Peter 4:14)

· The Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7)

· The Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9)

· The Spirit of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:19)

· The Spirit of His Son (Galatians 4:6)

· The Spirit of grace (Hebrews 10:29)

· The Spirit of adoption (Romans 8:15)

· The Spirit of life (Romans 8:2)

· The Spirit of holiness (Romans 1:4)

· The Spirit of Truth (John 14:17)

· The Spirit who is the truth (I John 5:6)

· The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 8:11)

· The Spirit who testifies (I John 5:6)

· The eternal Spirit (Hebrews 9:14)

· The good Spirit (Nehemiah 9:20; Psalm 143:10)

· The Holy Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1:13)

· The Holy Spirit of God (Ephesians 4:30)

· The Holy Spirit (Psalm 51:11; Matthew 1:18) – He is “set apart” from all others

· The “Paraclete” -- Comforter,  Strengthener,  Helper,  Advocate,  Defender.

        (John 14:16).
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The Spirit is Analogous to:
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Wind or Breath -- The Spirit is like the wind, invisible, unpredictable, immaterial and powerful (John. 3:8; Isaiah 40:24; John 20:22; Acts 2:2-4).
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Dove -- The Spirit is like a dove symbolizing peace, harmlessness, tenderness, and forgiveness (Genesis 8:6-12; Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22).
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Fire -- The Spirit is like fire, symbolizing God’s glorious and holy presence. Fire can and illuminate and guide ones way. But mostly fire purifies and destroys. These characterize the Spirit’s work in the world. (Exodus 32:20; Isa. 4:4; Zechariah 13:9; II Peter 3:12; Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; Acts 2:3).
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Oil -- The Spirit is likened to oil, symbolizing the Spirit’s work of healing and comforting the sick, illuminating the Scripture and the anointing or consecrating of priest, prophets and kings. (Leviticus 14:10-32; James 5:14).
[image: image27.wmf]Water -- The Spirit is analogous to water, which can be a blessing or a curse. The Spirit is compared to living water washing away sin and death, bringing eternal life. (Isaiah 27:3; Genesis 7:6-23; Jeremiah 8:14; Matthew 7:25; Leviticus 1:9; Ephesians 5:18; Titus 3:5).
[image: image28.wmf]Seal -- The Spirit is referred to as a believer’s seal, which indicates ownership and authority over them. It also indicates God’s protection (Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30).
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Pledge -- The Spirit is described as the believer’s down payment or guarantee of his future salvation. The Spirit guarantees the security of a believer (II Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14).
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The Spirit is Subordinate to the Father and the Son 

· “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes…He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak…” (John 16:13-15)
The Spirit only speaks and does what He is told to say and do. He voluntarily subordinates Himself to the will of the Father and the Son. He is called the Spirit of God, of the Lord, of the Son, of Jesus, of Jesus Christ. His volunteer subordination does not equal inferiority to the Father or the Son.
[image: image34.bmp]The Spirit Proceeds from the Father and the Son
· “When the Helper comes…that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father…He will testify about Me (John 15:26)

To “proceed” means literally, “to depart out of”. The Spirit comes from the Father in order to testify about the Son.
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The Spirit is Sent by the Father and the Son
· “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father…” (John 15:26)

To “send” can also mean, “to thrust in”. Therefore, the Spirit goes out of the Father and into us. He is a gift to us from the Father and the Son (Acts 11:15-17).
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The Father and the Son Operate through the Spirit -- The Spirit operates through His own power, but it is accomplished on behalf of the Father and the Son. God accomplishes His will through the power of the Holy Spirit, not by the power of the Father and the Son, even though they are equal in power. The Spirit does not seek to glorify Himself, but seeks to glorify the Father and the Son, even though the Spirit is equal to them in glory.
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Creation -- (Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13; 33:4; Psalm 104:30; Isaiah 32:15).

The Giving of Prophecy and Scripture -- The Spirit came upon all the prophets in the creation of the Scriptures (Acts 1:16; 4:25; II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21).
Spiritual Empowerment in the Old Testament -- the Divine “ruach” is expressed in such phrases as “to put on”; “to fall upon”; to settle”.

The Spirit Came Upon:
· Craftsmen -- Bezalel, for building the tabernacle and the temple (Exodus 31:3).

· Civil Authorities -- Joseph (Genesis 41:38), Moses and the seventy elders (Numbers 11:25), Joshua (Numbers 27:18; Deuteronomy 34:9).

· Judges -- Othniel (Judges 3:10); Gideon (6:34); Jephthah (11:29); Samson (13:25, 14:6).

· Kings -- Saul (I Samuel 10:10), David (II Samuel 23:2).
· Prophets, Prophetess, False Prophets -- Elijah, Elisha, Ezekiel, (2:2; 11:5) Daniel (4:8; 5:11-14; 6:3); Zechariah (1:67) John the Baptist (Luke 1:15), Simeon (Luke 2:25-32), Mary (Luke 1:35, 46-55); Elizabeth (Luke 1:41); Balaam (Numbers 24:2).

Characteristics of Old Testament Empowering:
· Corporate -- The Spirit was with Israel as a group. He was present with them corporately in the temple ("in the mists of Israel" -- Isaiah 65). He assisted hearts that were given to God to help them, but He was not an internally present force in their lives.

· Selective -- The Spirit was not generally in or on all the people, all the time, but only upon a select few. All of God's people did not have the indwelling presence of the Spirit (Numbers 11:16-17,24-29).

· Task Orientated -- The Spirit’s empowering was for the purpose of fulfilling a certain task or role. It was a sovereign gift usually associated with a specific call to service. Once the task was complete, the empowerment ended. It could be withdrawn due to disobedience (I Samuel 16:14; Psalm 51:11). It had no apparent relationship to spiritual qualities and it did not necessarily effect a transformation of their lives, i.e.: Balaam, Samson.

· Temporal -- Once the task was complete the Spirit’s empowering was no longer upon them. With regard to salvation the Spirit regenerated O.T. believers and kept them secure.

The Defining Characteristic of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament:
The Spirit is with all, and in or on some, some of the time.
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Prophetic Vision in the Latter Days -- The prophets predicted a future work of the Spirit was coming found in the New Covenant (This is not how the Spirit worked in the O.T.). It is predicted that the Spirit will come to rest upon the Messiah (Isaiah 11:2) and on His people. At that time the Spirit will:
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Anoint the Servant of God
· “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD…” (Isaiah 11:1-9).

· “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him…” (Isaiah 42:1-9)
· “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me To bring good news to the afflicted…” (Isaiah 61:1 = Luke 4:18-19).
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Bring Justice, Righteousness, and Peace
· “Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on high, and the wilderness becomes a fertile field, and the fertile field is considered as a forest. Then justice will dwell in the wilderness and righteousness will abide in the fertile field. And the work of righteousness will be peace, and the service of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever. Then my people will live in a peaceful habitation, and in secure dwellings and in undisturbed resting place” (Isaiah 32:15-18)

· “Behold, My Servant… I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations… He will faithfully bring forth justice” (Isaiah 42:1-3).
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Make People New, They will have a New Heart
· “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:24-26).
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   Dwell in Them
· “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances” (Ezekiel 36:27).

· “This is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, " I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people” (Jeremiah 31:33).
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  Be on All People, No Gender, Age, or Class Distinction
· “For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing on your descendants; and they will spring up among the grass like poplars by streams of water.' This one will say, 'I am the LORD'S'; and that one will call on the name of Jacob; and another will write on his hand, 'Belonging to the LORD,' and will name Israel's name with honor” (Isaiah 44:3-5).

· “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions” (Joel 2:28). -- Peter may have first understood this to mean that God would pour out His Spirit all the people of Israel, not all nations. He apparently did not get it until Acts 10.
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Be Permanent
· “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever” (John 14:16).

Old Testament Scripture Predicting the Coming of the Anointed One and His Kingdom: Isaiah 9:6-7; 52:13-53:12; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Ezekiel 37:24-28; Micah 5:2-3; Zechariah 9:9-10.


From His Conception to His Ascension the Spirit was at Work in Jesus:

· Conceiving (Matthew 1:18; 20; Luke 1:35).

· Baptizing (Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32-33).

· In His Temptation (Matthew 4:1; Mark 1:12).


· Filling (Luke. 4:1).

· Leading (Luke 4:1).

· Empowering (Luke 4:14; Acts 10:38).

· Casting out demons (Matthew 12:28). 

· Healing (Matthew 15-21; Luke 4:18).

· Teaching (Luke 4:14-15).

· Preaching (Matthew 12:18-21 = Isaiah 42:1-4; Luke 4:16-21 = Isaiah 61:1-2).

· Helping and Strengthening (John 14:26; 15:26).

· Rejoicing (Luke 10:21).

· Death (Hebrews 9:14).

· Resurrection (Romans 1:4; 8:11; I Peter 3:18).

· Ascension (Acts 1:2)



The Spirit’s Purpose in Relation to the Christ:

· To Testify of Jesus – “the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me” (Jn. 15:26).

· To Glorify Jesus – “He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. He shall glorify Me” (Jn. 16:14).


The Spirit conceals Himself and gives prominence to Christ. His mission is to direct our attention toward the Christ.

The Christ’s Prediction of the Coming Spirit
· The Spirit will be given to those who believe in Christ (John 7:37). 

· He will be given to believers as another Helper permanently (John 14:16-17)

· He will be given to bear witness or teach believers about the Christ (John 15:26-27).

· He will come and convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:7-8).

Why did the Spirit of God Come?
     It is better for God to be living inside of us, than walking beside us. Jesus who is the Spirit bearer now becomes the Spirit giver. Jesus who had been the recipient of the Holy Spirit, that He may perform the ministry and calling in the power and complete faithfulness to the Father, now becomes the sender of that same Spirit to continue that same ministry, now through the multitudes of those who believe and receive the Spirit of God.

When did the Spirit Actually Come? John 20 or Acts 2?
    The giving of the Spirit is so certain that Jesus speaks of the Spirit in the ​​​​prophetic present.

· "...He breathed on them, and said to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit'" (John 20:22).

     Some interpret this to mean that the disciples did not actually receive the Holy Spirit at this time. Even though it is a present imperative, Jesus is speaking in the prophetic present. It is so certain that the Spirit is coming that Jesus speaks of it as if it has already occurred. Later, Jesus says that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon them.... (Acts 1:8). Others interpret this to mean that the disciples received a temporary filling of the Spirit, until the Spirit came permanently.

The Fulfillment of the Coming of the Spirit (Acts 2)
· "Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear" (Acts 2:33).

 The Spirit’s Coming Occurred in Stages:
1) The Jews (Acts 2)

2) The Samaritans (Acts 8:14-17)

3) The Gentiles (Acts 10)

4) The Disciples of John the Baptist (Acts 19:1-7)

     Because the disciples of John did not receive the Holy Spirit when they believed, some interpret this to prove that the receiving of the Spirit is separate from faith and initial salvation and is therefore normative -- “Someone first believes and is saved and then later that person must seek the baptism of the Holy Spirit accompanied by or giving evidence by speaking in tongues”.

QUESTION? “Is Acts 19 descriptive or prescriptive?”

ANSWER Descriptive -- The situations described in Acts 2, 8, and 19 are a matter of instructive Biblical record. These situations are plainly not normative Christian experiences.

 QUESTION?  “Were not all the disciples of Jesus believers in Him prior to Acts 2, except Judas?”

ANSWER Yes! – The delay in receiving the Holy Spirit related to all believers prior to the coming of the Spirit with power on the day of Pentecost. 

     The book of Acts is a historical book in transition. It describes the transition of Old Testament saints into the newly formed Church. The disciples of Jesus were already believers in Yahweh/LORD of the Old Testament and looked forward to the coming Messiah and to the coming of the Spirit. These transitional features in the book of Acts are not pertinent today.





To Convict, Convince, Rebuke, Reprove is a legal term signifying the presentation of evidence with it the proof of wrongdoing. To convict is “to show to be in the wrong”, or “to show someone his sin and to summon him to repentance”.
 It is to tell of a fault. The Spirit will present evidence against “the world” (rebellious mankind alienated from God and opposed to Him), proving to man of having the wrong ideas about sin, righteousness and judgment/justice. The Spirit will bring to light the true character of man’s sinfulness, the true character of Christ’s righteousness and work to make men righteous, and the true character of man’s destiny if he refuses to believe.

KEY PASSAGE -- John 16:8-11
· "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged”

The Spirit will Convince Unbelievers of:

#1  The Sinfulness of Sin

· Singularity -- The Spirit does not convict the world of its “sins”, plural, but of its “sin”, singular. Outward sins commit by man, such as, lying, fornication, stealing, murder, etc., requires is no special conviction of the Spirit, man’s own nature or conscience convicts him of his wrongdoing.

· Unbelief -- The Spirit’s convicting work goes to the very heart of sin “” (to miss the mark) and its essence: man’s refusal to trust/believe God. To the world, unbelief in God seems a trifling matter. Our eternal destiny is determined by what we believe or not believe. Unbelief is the evidence that the world is sinful.
· In Me -- The Holy Spirit convicts the world first of all its unbelief in the sufficiency of Christ’s person. The Spirit convicts the world of sin…because it does not believe that Jesus is the Christ.
“…because they believe not in Me”.

The world continuously and defiantly misses the mark in recognizing the person of Christ and His divine and human natures. It is the Spirit’s mission to present to the heart/mind of man incontrovertible evidence of the exceeding sinfulness and gravity of unbelief in the person of Christ.

#2  The Righteousness of Christ
· Unrighteousness -- Man is inwardly unrighteous and this unrighteousness is manifested outwardly by the deeds he commits. However, the unregenerate and unbelieving continually fail to recognize their totally lack of righteousness. Even man’s righteousness is seen as filthy as rags. Man falsely believes he can obtain righteousness by his own effort. The Holy Spirit convicts the world that it has the totally wrong idea about the nature of righteousness and how man can have a right standing before God.

· Righteousness -- The Spirit convicts the unbeliever that it has the wrong idea about the righteousness nature of Christ and His righteous work on the cross to bring righteousness to humanity. The Spirit presents evidence to the world that Christ’s righteous nature is sufficient and His work of redemption on the cross was sufficient to pay the penalty of each and every sin.

· Ascension -- Christ’s work of redemption was declared righteous, by His ascension to the Father. His ascension, preceded by the resurrection, demonstrates that the Father found Christ’s sacrifice acceptable, and righteous or just.


#3  The Just Judgment 

· Justice – The Spirit convicts the world of judgment to come. The Spirit presents demonstrable proof to the unbeliever that if he refuses to accept the Savior and His work, he will then face the Judge and certain judgment. The unbeliever is reminded that he will receive the same fate of the one who has already been judged, if he does not repent.

· Satan – Coming judgment is declared certain by the sentence already pronounced upon the usurping ruler of all who disbelieve. Even though the penalty phase is still future, Satan, has been judged and sentenced already.


SUMMARY

The Spirit of God will Convince the Unbeliever of:

· The insufficiency of humanity (Romans 3:23).

· The sufficiency of Christ’s person and nature (Titus 2:13; Isaiah 53:9).

· The sufficiency of Christ’s provision (Hebrews 10:10).

· The sufficiency of Christ’s judgment (John 12:31-32).


QUESTION? -- What Gospel message ought we to be preaching?

ANSWER -- The Gospel that proclaims:

· The true nature of sin.

· The true nature of Christ’s person.

· The true nature of Christ’s provision.

· The certainty of judgment to come if the Gospel is refused.




     Within the convicting work of the Spirit there is a common call to salvation by Christ directed toward all men (the many) and an effectual call directed toward God’s elect (some). When the Gospel is proclaimed, it immediately proves the whole world to be guilty. When the Holy Spirit convicts the world through the preaching of the Gospel, both the general call and the effectual call and their desired results are achieved.



“Hence, convict does not have the same meaning for all”.

· With regarded to the chosen of God, the Effectual Call has an added grace of increased awareness and responsiveness to sin and to the things of God.

· This effect also includes the drawing of the Father and the opening of the mind to understand the Gospel and affection toward God.

· The final result is an “Effectual Grace”, or an “Irresistible Grace” that does not violate man’s free will. God makes man willing to believe freely, without coercion.



The Effectual Call and Effectual Grace Includes:

· The General call of Christ to salvation (Matthew 11:38)
· The Conviction of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-11)
· The Drawing of the Father (John 6:44)
· The Enlightenment -- the opening of the heart of understanding and affection toward God (Acts 16:14; 26:18; Colossians 4:3; Luke 24:31-32,45; Hebrews 6:4; 10:32).

A Pie Chart Illustration:



     Drawing is ”helkuo” to draw; to drag (literally or figuratively) #1670; akin to #138 “haireomai” To take for oneself, to prefer, choose; akin to #142 “airo” a primary root; to lift up; by implication, to take up or away; figuratively, to raise.
 
     “helkuo” is found in John 18:10; 21:6,11; Acts 16:19; 21:30; and James 2:6. These verses (except for Jn. 18:10) seem to indicate a struggle on behalf of the one who is drawing and a reluctance or unwillingness of the one being drawn. I.e.: Peter, the fisherman struggled to pull in the fish and the fish were reluctant to be caught (John 21:6,11).

     In bringing His elect to Christ the Father struggles with them. Why? They are unwilling to come on their own (John 6:44).

     Christ will struggle with humanity to face judgment. Why? No one comes willing to be judged. (John 12:32) Christ volunteered to be lifted up in judgment. Christ will drag all men before Him for judgment, just as surely as Satan has already been judged. Everyone will declare that Jesus is Lord. Not everyone will accept Him as their Savior, as the One who was lifted up for them in judgment.



The Holy Spirit in the Life of the New Testament Believer Regenerates, Indwells, Seals, Baptizes, Sanctifies Positionally and Practically, Fills, Teaches, and Empowers for Service.
Regeneration, Indwelling, Sealing, Positional Sanctification, and Baptism are:

· Instantaneous -- occurs immediately at the very moment faith is applied to the person and work of Christ.

· Simultaneous -- they occur all at the same time; though they occur together they are distinct in operation.

· Completed -- the action or operation taken is a past completed action not to be repeated, though the results of the action remain perpetually. It is a once for all operation of which the action cannot be reversed. I.e.: once sealed always sealed.

· Divinely Accomplished -- The work is solely the work of the Spirit of God. Humans do not take part in what is accomplished.

· Non-Experiential -- It is totally a work of the Spirit and the believer plays no part, nor has he any experiential or observed knowledge, or awareness of its initial occurrence. Though the learned knowledge of its occurrence promised us from Scripture ought to bring peace and joy to the believer.

Practical Sanctification, Filling, Teaching, and Empowering are:

· Continuous -- the operation begins at the moment of salvation and the work continues in the life of the believer until he goes to be with the Lord.
· Progressive -- the operation is a developing and maturing process in the life of the believer. 
· Responsive -- the believer is responsible to pursue with all diligence the operation placed before him.
· Cooperative -- the believer participates in the operation in cooperation with the Spirit of God. It is neither solely the work of God, nor solely the work of man. 
· Experiential -- the believer possesses experiential knowledge of the work in his life.

Is the ministry of the Holy Spirit in which He causes the believer to be spiritually born again, resulting in eternal life,
 and Christ in the believer.

· Key Passage -- John 3:5-6
Jesus told Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God”. Again He said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”…Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again’.”

· Key Passage -- Titus 3:5
“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit”.

· Key Passage -- II Corinthians 3:17-18
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit”.

· Key Passage -- I Peter 1:23
“…you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is through the living and abiding word of God”.

· Key Passages -- I John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18.
“…you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him” (2:29);

“No one who is born of God practices sin…because he is born of God” (3:9);

“…everyone who loves is born of God (4:7);

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the

  Father loves the child born of Him” (5:1);

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world…” (5:4);

“We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps

  him” (5:18).

· Regeneration is the imparting of spiritual life to the believer at the very instant faith in Christ is exercised. It is the placing of Christ (Life) in the believer, being born of God. It is supplies a life-power of divine origin enabling the believer to now life for Christ.
· Every believer must be born of water and wind/breath/spirit (symbols of life). He must be born of the Spirit, the giver of life, if he/she is to enter into God’s kingdom. In other words, in order for anyone to gain access into the presence of God and be saved, they must first be born anew, again, be born from above, given spiritual life.

· Regeneration is not a process, but a single, decisive act or event, with lasting results. The believer receives eternal life, which remains with him forever. This is proved by the use of the aorist and perfect tense in regeneration passages. These tenses have the idea of completion. It is the starting point of spiritual growth and what makes it possible.
· Regeneration results in a new nature:

· “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (II Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15)
Special Note: Regeneration occurs as a response to faith in Christ, “whoever believes will have eternal life” (John 3:16). This view disagrees with the traditional Reform view that places the infusion of eternal life into the believer prior to faith. (See the “Order of Salvation” for a further explanation).
Is the continuous abiding presence of the Spirit within every believer from the moment of regeneration.

· Key Passage -- John 14:17
“The Spirit of truth…you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you”.
The Spirit presently was with disciples, but in the future the Spirit will also be in the disciples.

Defining Characteristics of the New Testament Believer:
The Spirit is in or on all, all the time.

· Key Passage -- II Timothy 1:14
“Guard through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us…”

· Key Passage -- Romans 8:9b
“…if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

· Sin does affect the ministry of the Spirit to the believer. However, sin has no affect on the indwelling of the Spirit. He dwells in the believer permanently. The Spirit’s presence in the believer is the evidence of a saved condition. The absence of the Spirit is evidence of an unsaved condition.

· Sin in the life of the believer may lead some to doubt that the Spirit does not dwell within. Indwelling is not based on whether or not the believer feels His presences. Basing knowledge on experience is shaky at best. Experience may often times be lacking or even deceptive. “…the only sure proof of the indwelling of the Spirit…is that the Word of God declare that it is so” (I Corinthians 6:19).



Is the work of the God marking us with the Holy Spirit as a sign of God’s ownership and guarantee of our salvation. 
· Key Passage -- Ephesians 1:13
“…having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who was given as a pledge of our inheritance” The word is used figuratively to denote ownership.

· Key Passage -- Ephesians 4:30
"Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption"

· Key Passage – II Corinthians 1:22 
“Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge” The Spirit in the believer is the sign of our security.

     “Technically, the Holy Spirit is the seal rather than the one who does the sealing”. The Spirit of God is given as a seal immediately and permanently as soon as a person trusts in Christ for salvation. A seal was used in ancient times for the purpose of giving authority or authenticity to letters or commands.

The Holy Spirit’s Seal on the Believer Indicates:

Ownership by God

Security that is permanently and personally guaranteed

Authority over what God owns

The realization of all promised blessings at the final day of redemption




Is an associated work of the Spirit in which He shares with Christ making the believer truly holy or righteous before God.

· Key Passage -- I Corinthians 6:11
“…you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God”.

· Key Passage -- I Corinthians 1:2
“To the church of God, which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in

  Christ Jesus…”

· Key Passage -- Acts 26:18
“…those who have been sanctified by faith in Me”

· Other Key Passages -- Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 5:26; Hebrews 10:10, 14; I Peter 1:2.
     In all of these passages, the verbs are in the past (ariost tense) indicating a past-completed action with permanent results. Positional sanctification is sometimes called imparted righteousness. This is the righteousness/holiness that Christ gives to the believer. Righteousness is a gift given in response to faith in Christ. On the Cross Christ took away our sins and then imparts to the believer His righteousness.

THE SYNOPSIS







Is the continuous work of the Spirit to bring about increasing holiness, love and Christ-like character in the life of the believer who also earnestly works to the same end.


It is the Work of the Spirit

· Key Passage -- II Thessalonians 2:13
“God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth

· Key Passage -- 1 Peter 1:1-2
“those who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, are sanctified by the work of the Spirit”.

· Key Passage -- II Corinthians 3:18
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit”. -- A Spiritual Makeover -- The supreme goal of the Spirit is to cause us to gaze and behold the glory of Christ, changing us into the same likeness. 

It is the Action of Man Taken by Faith

The Believers are Commanded to:
· "Be holy" (Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:15-16); "Be perfect" (Matthew 5:48).

· “Present our members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification” (Romans 6:19).

· “Abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God…for this is the will of God, your sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3-6).


     The believer is strongly urged not to walk after the flesh but walk after the Spirit and not to set the mind on the things of the flesh, but on the things of the Spirit (Romans 8:3-4). It is by the Spirit that the believer puts to death the deeds of the body (Romans 8:13) resulting in life. Sanctification results in holiness, or purification from the guilt and power of sin. (From Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

A Daily Exercise

· Key Passage -- Galatians 5:16, 25
“Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh…If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” -- When we walk by the Spirit through faith we will not fulfill the evil desires of our body…Since the Spirit of God dwells in us, think, act; live like it.
· Key Passage -- Ephesians 4:1
“Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called” 
· Key Passage -- I Thessalonians 2:12
“Walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory” 

· Key Passage -- Philippians 1:27
 “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…”


Perfection?

     Sanctification is a process that continues during the life of the believers. Only after death is the saint referred to as "perfect" (Hebrews 12:23).

Is Christ placing of the New Testament believer in and by the Spirit, into the body of Christ, the Church. This is a unique and distinctive ministry of the Spirit during the church age.


Prophetic Passages are viewed from the context of John the Baptist’s promise that the coming Christ will (future tense) baptize with the Holy Spirit.

· Key Passages -- Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire”

Historical Passages are viewed from their historical fulfillment.

· Key Passage -- Acts 2:1-4
“they the Jews were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance…

· Key Passage -- Acts 8:14-17
“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit…Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit”.

· Key Passage -- Acts 10:44-46, 11:15-16
“All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also”.

In recounting the event, Peter says, “as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, ' John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit”.
· Key Passage – Acts 19:1-6
After Paul explained to the disciples of John that the prediction of John was fulfilled in Jesus, they believed and were baptized with water. Paul then “laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying”.

Doctrinal Passages are viewed in retrospect.

· Key Passage -- I Corinthians 12:13
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit”.

· Key Passage -- Romans 6:3-5
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection”

     In recent times there has been an increasing amount of confusion and resulting chaos about exactly who baptizes, exactly when and how baptism occurs and exactly what is Spirit baptism. Additional confusion concerns what role “speaking in tongues” plays, if any, in connection with Spirit baptism.


     John the Baptist promised that “He who is coming after me…He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. Christ is the One who baptizes the believer with the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ is the one who does the baptizing. According to John MacArthur, “Christ is the baptizer who baptizes us into His body with the Spirit of God…There is no such thing as the baptism of the Holy Spirit”.
 

On the other hand, the preposition “en” seems to indicate that the Holy Spirit is also active:

· “in” and “with or by” () the primary preposition denotes a (fixed) position (in place, time or state), and is also instrumental.
 According to Charles Ryrie, “There is no question that the preposition can be translated both in and by”.

· “into” () -- indicates the point reached or entered; the result.
 The believer is placed (v) into the body of Christ, the Church (n), which is the result of the baptizing activity of Christ and the Spirit.

Conclusion: Christ baptizes the believer in and with the Spirit who is also actively involved, influential, and helpful, in the placing, immersing, submerging the believer in Himself and into the Body of Christ.


· Spirit baptism occurs in the life of every believer, at the very moment he or she places their faith in Christ. This had been the universal belief of the church until the 20th century.

· It occurs simultaneously with the Spirit’s work of indwelling, regeneration, and sealing.

· It occurs in response to the believer’s faith in the person and work of Christ.

· It is a non-repeatable occurrence. It occurs once in the life of every believer and the result is permanent. Baptism in and with the Holy Spirit is a past-completed action. “we were all baptized” (I Corinthians 12:13).

· It is non-experiential. There is no necessary experience that accompanies the baptism with the Spirit. A believer is baptized whether or not he/she has an accompanying experience, i.e.: joy, peace, when he believes. “Speaking in tongues”, whether it is the true gift or not, is not the evidence of a believer having been baptized.



     Spirit Baptism is the work of Christ in which He permanently places every New Testament believer in and with the Holy Spirit into union with other believers and into union with Christ Himself, the Body of Christ, the Church, at the very moment the believer places their faith in the person and work of Christ.




DEFINED

     Pentecostals and related groups argue that though one may be regenerated and saved, a believer is not fully anointed, in other words the believer does not enjoy the full power of the Spirit for life, service, and godliness, until he/she is baptized or anointed with the Holy Spirit.


This is characteristically known as the second blessing, the higher life, or the second work.

     The sign that a believer has received the baptism of the Spirit is accompanied by “speaking in tongues” Believers are strongly urged to seek after the baptism of the Spirit, an experience that can be repeated numerous times. Some even suggest it ought to be sought after daily.

PENTACOSTAL CONFUSION
· They confuse the descriptive events in the book of Acts as prescriptive, and are therefore normative, for the church. In other words, if it happened then, it should happen now. It is true, that all those who were baptized with the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, were already believers, but this was a unique event, not to be repeated. The Spirit can only come for the first time only once. There can be no repeatable Pentecostal experience.

· They confuse the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the filling of the Holy Spirit.

· Baptism is a once-for-all-time-operation whose results are permanent. The filling of the Holy Spirit occurs as often as it is needed by the believer in order to proclaim the Good News to the world. It is power received for witnessing (Acts 1:8).

· Spirit baptism is non-experiential. Filling is a repeatable experience.

· There is no command in Scripture for anyone to be baptized with the Spirit. There are no New Testament references concerning Spirit baptism in the imperative mood, or even exhortatory in nature. All of the references are in the indicative mood. Believers, on the other hand, are command to be filled “in spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). [See “Be filled in spirit”].

· They confuse the baptism of the Holy Spirit with His sanctifying work.


CONCLUSION

     The New Testament believer needs no second blessing for he already possesses all the spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) And God through His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence (II Peter 1:2-3). What the church needs is to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ already revealed in the Scriptures and to walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Is the work of the Holy Spirit coming upon believers giving them a complete supply of power to boldly proclaim the Gospel to a hostile and rebellious world.
KEY PASSAGES -- Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8
· “I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high”.

· “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth”.


     Christ promises that the believer will be supplied with the adequate help from the Helper that he will need to accomplish the task of bearing testimony of the person and work of Christ, even in the midst of persecution and death.
EXAMPLES OF THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:

John the Baptist

· “he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power” (Luke 1:15-17); “he came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:3).

Elizabeth

· “was filled with the Holy Spirit. And she cried out with a loud voice and said…” (Luke 1:41-42).

 Zacharias

· “was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying...” (Luke 1:67).

Jesus

· “returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district. And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all” (Luke 4:14-15).

Those Gathered on the Day of Pentecost

· “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance. (Acts 2:4)

     The Spirit gave them power to speak. They were to be witnesses to the world. Therefore, they were given the ability to speak in the languages of the world. This is clear evidence that the filling was of a supernatural nature, proven by the disciples speaking in (human) languages that was not their own. The languages they spoke were the languages of the nations of this world.

Peter

· “They began to inquire, ‘By what power, or in what name, have you done this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…” (Acts 4:7-8).

Members of the Early Church

· “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).

Stephen

· “They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit…full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. But some men…rose up and argued with Stephen. But they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking -- Stephen’s sermon -- Now when they heard this they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him. But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said…” (Acts 6:5, 8-10; 7:54-56).

Jesus promised, “I will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute” (Luke 21:15).

Peter and John to the Samaritans

· “So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans” (Acts 8:25).

Cornelius and the First Gentile Believers

· “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit”(Acts 10:44-48).

Barnabas at Antioch

· “When he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord” (Acts 11:23-25)

Paul at Cyrus

· “filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him, and said…” (Acts 13:9-10a).

Paul and Barnabas in Iconium

· “the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a large number of people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks” (Acts 13:52-14:1).

The Disciples of John the Baptist

· “Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’ When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying” (Acts 19:4-6).

Paul at Ephesus and at Thessalonica

· “He entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God” (Acts 19:8).

· “our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction” (I Thessalonians 1:5).

Micah

· “On the other hand I am filled with power -- With the Spirit of the LORD -- and with justice and courage to make known to Jacob his rebellious act, even to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8).

     The false prophets, walked after their own spirit, (Ezekiel 13:3). The true prophet was full of power by “the Spirit of Yahweh” and with judgment.

CONCLUSION:

     The Holy Spirit permanently dwells in the New Testament believer. He is an immediate and an available source of power. He gives the consecrated believer extra assistance when necessary to fulfill the “Great Commission”, even in the face of persecution and death. Salvation comes to men through men empowered by the Spirit of God. The believer participates in the operation by cooperating with the Spirit of God. Therefore, it is neither solely the work of God, nor solely the work of man. 

· “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person” (Colossians 4:2-6).



PRAY ALWAYS, PERPARE INWARDLY, PROCLAIM OUTWARDLY
BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT?
KEY PASSAGE -- Ephesians 5:18
· “Do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit…”

Wrong Translation = Wrong Interpretation -- “Be filled with the Spirit”

Question? Who is to be filled?

Answer: The believer is to be filled.

Question? What is the believer to be filled with?

Answer: “with the Spirit” The believer is to be filled with the person of the Spirit.

Question? Does not the believer already possess the Spirit of God?

Answer: Yes! The believer already has all of the Spirit of God he/she can get. We do not need any more of the person of the Spirit. What we need is to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, courageous power needed for witnessing. Ephesians 5:18 is not about needing power for witnessing to a hostile word but is for “speaking to one another (believers)…” This passage is about “being”, not “doing”. By comparing this passage with passages concerning the filling of the Holy Spirit we find significant differences.

Notice the Absence of:

· The word “holy” -- It is not, “Be filled with the Holy Spirit”. Compared with the passages concerning “the filling” the absence of “hagiou” is glaring.

· The Greek article “the” -- Although all of the English versions translated the Greek “filled with the Spirit”, this is an interpretation of the text by the translators. In the original text “pneuma” is not capitalized and “the” is added to the English versions.


· The Greek genitive form -- The genitive form would indicate with what a person is to be filled -- “The believer is filled with the Spirit”. However, the form “in spirit” is not genitive, but locative indicating the area, (the spirit), which is to be filled. In other words the spirit is not the filling, but the spirit is the area, which is to be filled. The content of the filling is supplied from the context.

· Capitalization -- There is no capitalization in the Greek of spirit.


Right Translation = Right Interpretation -- “Be filled in spirit”

Question? Who is to be filled?

Answer: The believer is to be continuously filled.

Question? Where is the believer to be filled?

Answer: “in the spirit”

Question? What is the believer to be filled with?

Answer: From the context, “with wisdom” The believer is to be filled with wisdom in his spirit. And the result of a believer filled with wisdom in his spirit is a worthy walk, which is pleasing to the Lord.

Context -- (The context is the key to understanding)

Ephesians 4-5 and Colossians 3:1-25; 1:9-10
· Paul makes the strong admonition to walk (4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15) not after the flesh, but after the spirit. In other words, “don’t walk like this”, but “walk like this”. Walk “peripateite” means: “to be occupied with”. In Ephesians and the parallel book of Colossians, Paul contrasts carnality with spirituality.

· He concludes (3:15-18) with “therefore, be careful how you walk, “do not be unwise (asofo), mindless or stupid, foolish, or drunk with wine”, but be wise (sofoi), put together mentally; to comprehend; be understanding (sunieti), exercise the mind, be filled in spirit (ev pneumati). It could be translated, “Be filled with wisdom in your spirit”; or “Be filled with spiritual wisdom”. Be “spiritual”. Be “non-carnal”.
KEY PASSAGE -- Colossians 3:16 -- Parallel passage to Ephesians 5:18
· “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another…”

Question? Who is to let the word of Christ richly dwell within?

Answer: The believer.

Question? What is to dwell in the believer?

Answer: “the word (logos) of Christ”; not the person of Christ. (Christ is already in the believer). The “logos” is to dwell in the believer, and not just any logos, but “the logos of Christ” All the wisdom of the logos or logic of Christ is to dwell (katoikeo), inhabit, reside, or house permanently in the believer. (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

Question? How much of the logic of Christ is to dwell in the believer.

Answer: It is to dwell richly. It is literally to be crammed in there.

Question? Where is the logic of Christ to dwell? Where does wisdom dwell?

Answer: Deep within the believer’s mind, to his very spirit perhaps?

KEY EXAMPLES OF BEING FILLED “in or with spirit”

Joshua

· “…the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom…” (Deuteronomy 34:9).

Seven Deacons
· “Brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3). -- “of wisdom” is a further description of the kind of spirit the deacons were filled with. They were filled with spiritual wisdom.


Stephen

· “They were unable to cope with the wisdom and the spirit with which he was speaking” (Acts 6:10).

Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians

· “I do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened…” (Ephesians 1:16-18).

Paul’s and Timothy’s Prayer for the Colossians

· “We have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord” (Colossians 1:9).

CONCLUSION

   The filling “of the Holy Spirit” is specifically related to the proclamation of the Gospel. The filling “in spirit” or “with spirituality” is related to spiritual wisdom and the resulting spiritual walk. Being filled with spirit and wisdom means being completely filled with spirituality, spiritual wisdom resulting in spiritual behavior or godliness as opposed to thinking and behaving carnally or worldly. People, who are worldly-minded, are devoid of spirit or the Spirit (Jude 19).

Is the work of the Spirit to reveal the truth about the Christ to the believer through the Scriptures, and gifted pastors and teachers.

KEY PASSAGE -- John 16:13-15
· “When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you”.

KEY WORDS OR PHRASES
· “the Spirit of truth” -- The Spirit is truth. He can speak nothing but the truth because He is truth. The Spirit who is the truth (I John 5:6).

· “He will guide you into all the truth”…“He will glorify Me”. The content of the Spirit’s ministry encompasses “all the truth”, all truth concerning the glorious revelation of Christ Himself. The Spirit does not talk about Himself, but seeks to glorify Christ. The truth about Christ was first revealed to Christ’s disciples who by the power of the Holy Spirit inspired them to write the New Testament. The truth comes to us as we read or hear what was written.

· “He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak”. He only reveals what He is told to reveal. He only speaks about what the Father and the Son tell Him to say.

· “He will guide you”. He guides or leads the way to the truth about the Christ. There is no other way to Christ except through the leading of the Spirit. Just as the Lord lead the Israelites through the desert to the promised land by the pillar of cloud and fire, the Spirit leads us (Romans 8:9) by His Word through the desert of error to the truth. The Spirit is given to us to not only show us the way, but to go along with us through His continuing presence and assistance.

· “He will disclose it to you”. He takes the words He hears spoken by the Father and the Son and discloses, speaks, describes, tells, or utters words of truth to us. Only those who have an ear to hear, that is, understand what is spoken will accept what is revealed. It is the Spirit of who opens the heart of understanding and illuminates the Scriptures meaning to us.

· “what is to come” -- The Spirit communicated to the disciples what is to take place concerning the Christ in the future. This would include the meaning of His death and His second coming. These truths are revealed to us in the form of Scripture.

THE SPIRIT TEACHES ABOUT CHRIST THROUGH:

· The Scriptures -- The Bible is the only completely reliable source of information we have about Christ.

· Gifted Pastor-Teachers -- They are God’s gift to the Church to explain and clarify the Scriptures.



“Human teachers are a necessary link in the procedure of instructing believers, though the ultimate authentication of the teaching comes from the Spirit”.

· “You have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know…As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things” (1 John 1:20, 2:27).

Is the work of the Spirit giving to each and every believer a special ability and divine strength to edify Christ’s Body, either by speaking to or by serving the Church.


SPIRITUAL GIFT PASSAGES:


· Romans 12:3-8

· I Corinthians 12-14

· Ephesians 4:11-13

· I Peter 4:10-11

TWO MAJOR CATEGORIES OF GIFTS:

Prophecy proclaims the Truth

Teaching explains the Truth

Knowledge clarifies the Truth

Wisdom applies the Truth 

Discernment differentiates Truth from Error

Exhortation demands the Truth be obeyed

Faith never doubts the Truth

Healing, Miraculous Powers, and Tongues confirmed the Truth

Helping, Hospitality, Giving, Administration and Mercy show the Truth in action

Martin Luther said, 

“Teaching is directed toward the ignorant, exhortation is to those who know better”.


THE SPIRIT DISTRUBUTES SPIRITUALS (GIFTS) AS HE WILLS:

KEY PASSAGE -- I Corinthians 12:4-7, 11
· “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills” 

Concerning “Spirituals” -- gifts (charisma), services (diakonia), works (energema).

Every believer receives at least one gift (charisma). “To each one is given…” (12:7).

Most believers may receive more than one gift.
Not every believer receives the same gift or gifts. They differ from person to person.

No believer receives all the gifts, “Not all are apostles?” No! (12:29).

All the gifts are sovereignly given by the Spirit as He wills (12:11).

THEIR PURPOSE -- FOR THE EDIFICATION OF THE BODY:
· Key Passage -- I Corinthians 12:7
“But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good”

· Key Passage -- I Corinthians 14:12
“…since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church” 


· Key Passage -- I Corinthians 14:26
“…Let all things be done for edification” 




THEIR PURPOSE -- FOR THE GLORIFICATION OF GOD:
KEY PASSAGE -- I Peter 4:10-11
· “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ…”


DESIRING THE GREATER GIFTS:

KEY PASSAGE -- I Corinthians 12:31
· “Earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way” 

Two Interpretations:

If I Corinthians 12:13 is translated as an imperative (command) then Paul is telling the them to earnestly desire the greater gift of prophecy so that the church can hear and understand and be edified, but not to refuse the lesser true gift of speaking in tongues as long as it is interpreted, so that all can be edified as well (14:39).


· “Try your best to have the more important of these gifts. First, however, let me tell you about something else that is better than any of them!” (The Living Bible)

If I Corinthians 12:31 is translated as an indicative (statement) and not as an imperative (command), then the Corinthian believers were wrong in desiring certain gifts, that is the greater gifts, meaning the showy gifts.


·  “Be content with what the Spirit has given you and stop arrogantly seeking after the showy gifts for your own selfish benefit. And let me tell you something even exceeding better to seek” (The Losey Translation)

TEMPORARY SIGN GIFTS

     Apostleship, Prophets, Healing, Miraculous Powers, Tongues, and the Interpretation of Tongues were temporary sign gifts that were used to point and to confirm the Gospel message spoken by the Apostles and New Testament Prophets prior to the completion of the New Testament Scriptures.

KEY PASSAGE -- Hebrews 2:3-4
· “After it (a great salvation) was at the first spoken through the Lord (Jesus), it was confirmed to us (second generation of believers) by those who heard (Jesus’ disciples), God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will”


Defining Tongues

Biblical Tongues is speaking in a known human language, i.e.: Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, French, English, etc. When the Spirit first came on the day of Pentecost with a sound of a mighty rushing wind:

· “the crowd of Jews from every nation came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak in his own language. They were amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own language (dialect) to which we were born?” (Acts 2:6-8).


Modern Tongues is gibberish; unintelligible nonsense; non-language; non-communication; sounds that no one understands, neither the speaker, nor the listener, not even God. It is often associated with pagan ecstatic experiences. It is similar to a mantra -- a repetition of meaningless words. Most Pentecostals claim that tongues mentioned in Scripture is mostly of this variety, a heavenly language of sorts.

A Word About the Misuse of Tongues



      In II Corinthians 14:4 Paul is not legitimizing the use of the true gift of tongues (languages) for the purpose of edifying one’s self. A person who speaks in a known tongue (a known human language) without it being interpreted so that the whole church can understand violates the purpose for which the gift was given. If no interpreter is present then he is to keep silent. When the true gift of languages is properly practiced it will always be interpreted, so that the church may receive edification (14:5). This is Paul’s command, and the Lord’s command.

     Paul is certainly not legitimizing the use of the false and counterfeit gift of speaking in an unknown tongue (gibberish nonsense). What is often called today “speaking in tongues” (gibberish) whether in public or in private (as a private prayer language) is in total violation of the whole purpose for which gifts were given; to edify others and not one’s self. Since no one understands what is being said then no one is being edified. If no one is being edified, then it is in violation of the purpose for which the gift was given therefore the person speaking should keep silent. There is never a place for unintelligible speech (gibberish) in the church, or as a private prayer language. This activity is similar to a mantra and is characteristic of false religion, not true religion.



An Historical Perspective


33 – 1901 AD: Prior to twentieth century there is no known historical evidence of Evangelical Christians speaking in modern tongues. Pentecostals claim that there are instances of people speaking in tongues. However, all clearly stand outside of Christian orthodox teaching.
.

· Montanus, (2nd Century) who claimed to receive revelation from God that supplemented the Word already communicated by Christ and the Apostles.

· Jansenist, (1700s) a group of Roman Catholic loyalist opposed to the Reformers.


· Shakers, (Mid-1700s) followers of Mother Ann Lee who regarded herself to be the female equivalent of Jesus Christ.

· Christian Cults: Muslims, Mormons, Christian Scientist, Jehovah Witnesses, Moonies, and some Roman Catholics.

· Buddhist, Hindus, and other non-Christian religions are said to be able to speak in modern tongues as well.


1901 and 1906 AD: Speaking in this manner began among Christian groups for the first time around the turn of the century. In 1901 at Bethel Bible College in Topeka, Kansas and in 1906 in a small mission church on Azusa Street in Los Angeles speaking in an unknown tongue was first recorded among an Evangelical Christian group. The practice became part of the Holiness Movement in the United States. And out of these two events grew the mainline Pentecostal denominations.

1960 AD to the Present: In 1960’s the Neo-Pentecostalism or the Charismatic Movement began in a Van Nuys, California Episcopal Church. The use of modern tongues began to spread to across mainline denominations of all kinds, including Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian and Baptist.

Arguments that Speaking in Biblical Tongues was Temporary:


There is no record of anyone speaking in tongues before Pentecost. Jesus did not speak in tongues!


God speaking good news in the tongues of the Gentiles was a sign of judgment to Israel that God was no longer speaking to them.

Other gifts were temporary as well. There are no Apostles (with a capital “A”) of Jesus Christ. The Apostles and Prophets laid the foundation on which the Church is built (Ephesians 2:20). Only one foundation can be laid.

     There may be apostles, (with a little “a”) “sent ones”, of the church, that is, missionaries sent out by a local church to proclaim the gospel and establish new local churches in a new area.



Of all the record instances of people speaking in tongues in the book of Acts there is no evidence that any of them ever spoke in tongues again. The last recorded instance is in the church of Corinth.


It was predicted that tongues will cease and that the middle voice in Corinthians 13:8 indicates that nothing will cause them to cease, but they will cease on their own. 


History demonstrates that Biblical tongues ceased. There is no reliable historical evidence of Christians speaking in true Biblical tongues since the second century A.D. The early church fathers corroborated that these gifts were only temporary by stating that their use no longer existed. They openly admit by the fourth century that tongues had ceased, just as the Paul said they would.


Chrysostom and Augustine -- the greatest theologians of the eastern and western churches -- considered tongues obsolete.


Chrysostom “described tongues as an obscure practice, admitting that he was not even certain about the characteristics of the gift”.

“The obscurity is produced by our ignorance of the facts referred to and by their cessation, being such as then used to occur but no longer take place”.

Augustine spoke of tongues as a “sign adopted to the time” and a foreshadowing of things to come and “it passed away”.
“Why is it that no man speaks in the tongues of all nations? Because the Church itself now speaks in the tongues of all nations. Before, the Church was in one nation, where it spoke in the tongues of all. By speaking then in the tongues of all, it signified what was to come to pass; that by growing among the nations, it would speak in the tongues of all”.

Question? If the gift of tongues is still in use then why is it necessary for foreign missionaries (including Pentecostal missionaries) to spend years learning a foreign language -- an unknown tongue? Why not just employ the use of the gift or the gifted person? Why not just send out those empowered with the gift of tongues to a people where Christ’s name is not known and whose language is unknown and proclaim the Gospel to them in their own language so that they may be converted. Is this the case? Unfortunately not!

Question? If the gift of tongues (known or unknown) is still in use should not every church (including non-Pentecostal churches) know the person who possesses the gift of tongues, and who possesses the gift of interpretation of tongues and even the gift of healing, miracles, so that the church may be edified? If these gifts have not ceased, should not every local church benefit from its use, and not just a few?

Arguments that the Gift of Miraculous Powers was Temporary:


Miracles introduced a new era of revelation. After the new revelation was completely given the miracles ceased. 


Miracles are uncommon. Three periods of miracle making in Biblical history:


Moses and Joshua
Elijah and Elisha
Jesus and the Apostles


Miracles authenticated the message of revelation was from God.


Miracles called the attention of those listening to hear a new revelation.


     Because the gift of miraculous powers ceased does not mean that miracles themselves ceased! God continues to be a supernatural being. Miraculous healings can and do occur as a result of believer’s faith-filled prayers and requests to a supernatural God. God is not limited to healing the sick through a “faith healer”.

· “Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up” (James 5:14-15).

SUMMARY
     The gift of miraculous powers, healing, tongues (languages), and the interpretation of tongues were sign gifts, temporary and foundational. Once the New Testament Scriptures were written, the Church’s foundation established, they were no longer needed. Their use simply ceased by themselves. Early church fathers bear witness and history supports the fact that they ceased. 

”The Holy Spirit is a person distinct from the Father and the son, though united to both in the mysterious oneness of the Godhead. He is not simply a personification or figurative expression for the divine energy or operation…but He is an intelligent agent, possessed of self-consciousness and freedom”. The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary. Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois, 1988.











”The Holy Spirit is the same in substance and equal in power and glory with the Father and the Son”. The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 1988.














The Holy Spirit is the LORD God Almighty





HEBREW -- "ruach" -- used 380x's of a wind, a breath, or human spirit; used 100x's for God.





GREEK “pneuma” -- used 378x's in the N.T.; used 261x's of the Spirit of God. The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew O.T.) uses this word. The N.T. is one forth the size of the O.T. but has two and a half as many references to the Spirit of God as the O.T. The Old emphasizes the Law, while the New emphasizes the Spirit.





Meaning: “to call to one’s side for help” especially against an accuser or judge.  The Holy Spirit is not our Advocate/Defender before the Father. Christ is our Advocate with the Father in heaven, but the Spirit is the Son’s Advocate/Helper on the earth. J. Oswald Sanders, The Holy Spirit and His Gifts. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan; 1940, p. 20.





Clarification: The Spirit is not a mediator between Christ and us. The Spirit defends the honor of Christ on the earth through the His church. He defends Christ against men of this world who attack the sufficiency of Christ’s person, work and word. He assists Christ in His redemptive work.











“The Spirit is equal in divine essence to the Father and the Son. He is, as to His mode of subsistence and operation, subordinate to the Father and the Son, as He proceeds from them and is sent by them, and they operate through Him”. The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 1988.








� EMBED FLW3Drawing  ���





  Wnmu





 “In the Old Testament, the Spirit occasionally came upon people to give them power to do God's will or to enable them to serve God in a special way”. Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers.








     The prophets looked forward to a time in which the Spirit of the Lord will come upon all of Israel, even extending to all people of all nations, not just a remnant, that is a few. Something great and radically new was going to happen. Finally Israel, God’s Servant, would experience both internally/spiritually and externally/earthly all God had promised, and the nations of the world would share in this blessings as well, through Israel. Man and all of God’s creation will become all that God had originally intended. 


     No longer will people live in fear of destruction and war, injustice and insecurity, sin and death. Man will even live in harmony with the animal kingdom (Isaiah 11). The curse will be reversed. People will live in peace and security, justice and righteousness will reign throughout land, because it will reign in heart of mankind.


     How is this possible? How can wicked men produce holiness of life and experience justice and peace? As Isaiah states it, “How can a man of unclean lips living among a people of unclean lips become a true servant of God?” (6:1-11). How is it possible? It is through the coming of “The Servant of God”, that is, “The Spirit Filled Anointed One = Messiah” (Isaiah 11:1; 61:1). It is through His coming (God with us) and by His action that He will make all things right again and establish an everlasting kingdom, characterized by peace, justice and righteousness. It is through His substutitionary and propititionary sacrificial action that man is made righteous (Isaiah 53). God’s just and righteous Servant takes the place of man and pays the price for sin, and gives His righteous character to man by His Spirit.


     From the O.T. perspective the coming of the Spirit filled Anointed One (The Anointed Prophet, Priest and King) and the pouring out of the Spirit upon all mankind bringing God’s Kingdom on earth both spiritually and earthly is seen as a single event. From the N.T. perspective we know that the coming of the Messiah and the Spirit is fulfill in two stages, with the previously unrevealed Church age in between the two Comings/Appearances of the Christ. During the dispensation of the Church -- the mystery form of the Kingdom, not previously revealed -- the Spirit works individually in every believer to bring about internal righteousness and peace in our lives. He works and transforms the hearts of individuals, from the inside out. The kingdom of God is within us, through the abiding presence of the Spirit. This does not preclude that in the future God will yet bring about to Israel in an external/earthly way, all that He had promised them, to give Israel a land, and a nation in which they can live in prosperity, in peace and in harmony with their neighbors, justice and righteousness reigning in their land and in their own new hearts poured out upon them by the Spirit of the Lord.








QUESTION?





Since Jesus was already God, why was it necessary for the Spirit to anoint and empower Him?





ANSWER -- In order to experience everything as a man, Jesus gave up the use of His omni-attributes altogether, and did everything through the power of the Spirit of God (Matthew 12:28). Also, Jesus is the first of the Pentecost reality -- what life is like under the power of the Spirit. He is our example of how to live in the Spirit. He was the first of a new breed, a prototype of man indwelt by the Spirit empowered to do the will of the Father. Jesus ushers in the new age of the Spirit. The church age is the beginning of the fulfillment of the promises given in the Old Testament concerning the coming of the Spirit.





The Ministry of the Spirit is Christocentric.





Salvation comes to those who confess their sin of unbelief in the nature of God (Trinity) and confess/believe that Jesus is both Lord/Yahweh and Savior. Confession means: “to say the same thing”, that God says; to be in agreement with God. Of course, our confession is before God.





Salvation comes to those who confess their unrighteousness and the righteousness of Christ and His acceptable sacrifice in order to make man righteous.





Salvation comes to those who come to the realization that they must stand before a holy God, who will judge their sin rightly and confess a need for the Savior.





The proving work of the Holy Spirit accompanies the preaching of the gospel. As believers pray for the souls of unbelievers and proclaim the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ they participate in the Spirit’s convicting/convincing work.





In the Effectual Call the Spirit performs an addition work so that some (God’s elect) not only are convinced of their guilt but also admit it openly, truly repent, and confess their own unrighteousness, and place their faith in the righteous person and work of Christ and are saved from coming judgment. 





In the Common Call the convicting work the Spirit proves the many guilty without the many ready to admit and confess their guilt. By and large the wicked world continues in open hostility to God, his Christ, and his people. Though their guilt has been exposed or proved, they do not admit their guilt before God.








A Special Work in the Believer -- The death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ inaugurates a new age of the Holy Spirit's ministry. Our Lord prophetically announced a drastic change in the Holy Spirit's operation in the age that was to begin at Pentecost…He came, moreover, in a sense in which He was not here before and to perform all the ministries delegated to Him…The Holy Spirit in this particular age from Pentecost to the outtaking and glorification of the church, the Body of Christ, performs a special work in every believer the moment he exercises saving faith in Christ. Simultaneously regenerating him the Spirit baptizes the believer into union with other believers in the Body and into union with Christ Himself. This is a unique and distinctive ministry of the Spirit during this age. The Holy Spirit also dwells perpetually within every believer and seals every believer for the day of redemption…The experiences of OT saints and all pre-Pentecost believers came short of these tremendous blessings that are the heritage of every genuine believer in this age. The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)





 The new nature is new, but not totally new, yet. The believer with his new nature still possesses the capacity to sin. Sin is still present in him. The old nature though dead, lives on in the flesh. It manifests itself through the desires of our physical bodies. With the infusion of new life, the believer now possesses a new power or ability not to sin. He can serve righteousness and is no longer sin’s slave. In contrast the unbeliever has no power not to sin. The new nature is a new life capacity to do what is right and not to sin (Romans 6:18). As the believer cooperates with the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in his life, his new nature grows stronger, giving him an even greater capacity to do what is right.





In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit has a more active presence among the people of God. In the O.T. dispensation or economy the Spirit dwelt with or in the mists of Israel in the tabernacle or in the temple. The Spirit was on or in some of the believers some of the time. In the N.T. dispensation the believer himself is the temple of the Holy Spirit in which He dwells permanently.





“That the presence of Christ's Spirit in his church is so much better, and more desirable, than his bodily presence, that it was really expedient for us that he should go away, to send the Comforter. His corporal presence could be put in one place at one time, but his Spirit is everywhere, in all places, at all times, wherever two or three are gathered in his name. Christ's bodily presence draws men's eyes, his Spirit draws their hearts”. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)





ETERNALLY


SEALED


IN THE


SPIRIT





Regeneration places Christ in the believer





Baptism places the believer in Christ











Christ is in us and we are in Christ








The Spirit is in us and we are sealed up in the Spirit





Indwelling is the Spirit abiding in the believer





Sealing is the sign that the believer is in the Spirit











Righteousness is in us and we are in right standing before God








Christ removes our unrighteousness





Christ imparts His righteousness     to us








Practical Sanctification is the process of God's grace by which the believer is separated from sin and becomes dedicated to God's righteousness. This is accomplished by the believer setting Himself apart from the world’s thinking and activity and earnestly dedicating Himself to the Word of God (John 17:17) written by the Spirit of truth.





“Numerous commands in the Bible imply that believers also have a responsibility in the process of sanctification”. (From Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)





Say NO to the Flesh!  Say YES to the Spirit! 





“The Spirit is personal, not some thing, nor some strange and magical power. The Spirit is ethical; there is a definite moral quality that is expressed when we say ‘yes’ to Christ. He has the Spirit who has the qualities of Christ. Thus the presence of the Spirit is not evidenced in the unusual, the miraculous, the ecstatic utterance of the enthusiast, or some strange deed of power, but in the workaday qualities of kindness, goodness, love, loyalty, patience, self-restraint (Galatians 5:22 f)…The sanctified life, then, is the life so fully surrendered to fellowship with Christ day by day that inner spirit and outward expression are ruled by His spirit”. (From International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)





Match Your Practice with Your Position In Christ 





baptizo”-- to dip, dunk, plunge, immerse, submerge, flood, to be placed in something.





There is no such thing as an unbaptized believer! There are not two kinds of Christians, baptized and unbaptized believers.





“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…”








Pentecostals and Neo-Pentecostals / Charismatics usually define Tongues as ecstatic speech, heavenly language, language not of human origin -- gibberish.





Many Pentecostal believers are to often seeking one experience (miracle) after another experience after another, after another, after another, that they neglect to earnestly devote themselves to the disciples of the faith – forsaking the world, prayer, Bible reading, study and memorization, fellowship, etc. Consequently, they do not experience the true work of the Spirit but experience an unsatisfying Christian life with real and lasting results. On the other hand, there are many Pentecostals who have not neglected their sanctification duties and for this they shall be blessed by God and should be commended and encouraged to continue.





“To be filled with anything is a phrase denoting that all the faculties are pervaded by it, engaged in it, or under its influence, Acts 3:10, ‘Were filled with wonder and amazement’; Acts 5:17, ‘Filled with indignation’; 13:45, ‘Filled with envy’; Acts 2:52, ‘Filled with joy and the Holy Spirit” (From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft).





“It was very important that they should be endowed with this power in their great work. They were going forth to preach to all nations…In order that the gospel might be rapidly propagated through the earth, it was necessary that they should be endowed with ability to do this without the slow process of being compelled to learn them. It will contribute to illustrate this to remark that one of the principal hindrances in the spread of the gospel now arises from the inability to speak the languages of the nations of the earth, and that among missionaries of modern times a long time is necessarily spent in acquiring the language of a people before they are prepared to preach to them” (from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft).





“Their being filled with the Holy Spirit here denotes their being inspired with confidence or boldness rather than being endowed with new powers, as in Acts 2:4”. (From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)





     The same filling operation of the Holy Spirit was performed in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit filled the prophets with boldness to proclaim the Word of the Lord to the rebellious nation of Israel. 





Here is the character of the true prophet. He is filled, all his soul is occupied with power, with heavenly energy; by the Spirit of the Lord, the fountain of all truth and might; and of judgment, which enables him to make a proper discernment between the precious and the vile; (From Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)





THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD





Creates an open a door for the Word.


Empowers believers to speak about the person and work of Christ.


Supplies opportunities


Imparts wisdom to know how to answer unbeliever’s objections.





THE WORK OF MAN





Pray diligently for God to act.


Have an attitude of preparedness and patience gratitude


Act wisely


Speak kindly and boldly


Endure persecution





“This word was added by the translators for better readability in the English. There is no actual word in the Greek text”. (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994.





Paul uses the Greek word “pneuma” which could mean depending on the context: 1) a current of air, breath or a breeze; 2), a human spirit, the rational soul, mental disposition; or 3) a superhuman, i.e.: an angel, demon, God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit. (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994.





The literal Greek translation is: “be filled in spirit” The Greek grammar is unique in that it could be locative in form “in spirit” (en pneumati) meaning the “spirit” is the area that is to be filled. The context would indicate what content the spirit is to be filled with. In the case here the context tells us that the believer is to be filled with wisdom, not foolishness.





The Greek Jews were not able to deal with the spiritual wisdom with which Stephen was speaking. He was speaking on a higher plain of thought. The Lord said “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9). Jesus had promised, ”I will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute” (Luke 21:15).





    SPEAKING			SERVING





         Wisdom				      Faith


       Knowledge			     Healing


         Prophecy			Miraculous Powers


         Teaching		                             Helping


       Discernment			    Hospitality


        Exhortation			      Giving


  Tongues or Languages		  Administration


Interpretation of Tongues		       Mercy








Ephesians 4:11-13 list Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers or Pastor/Teachers. These are not spiritual gifts per se, but are gifted men given to the Church by God, for the purpose of perfectly preparing the saints for their own work of service resulting in a properly structured body of Christ.





The gift a believer receives is not for the purpose of building himself up. If a gift is used to edify one’s self, then this is a misuse of the gift! Spiritual gifts are granted as aids, helps, and services given to assist each other.





BE A BODY BUILDER





The gift itself comes from God and the strength to make use of it comes from God, so that God receives in return the glory only due Him.





The arrogant Corinthians were wrongly desiring the gifts for their own person benefit, they ought to, “seek to abound for the edification of the church”. (14:12) But Paul will show them an even more excellent way than all of this, the way of love, without love it all means nothing.





The arrogant Corinthians were desiring the outward, showy gifts. Instead, the apostle Paul wants to show them a more excellent way or desire, the way of love (Chapter 13). Besides, it is useless for a believer to desire a certain gift if it is the Spirit who is the One who distributes the gifts as He wills, desires, what pleases Him (12:11).





The people heard the disciples speaking in their own language, not in some angelic or heavenly language. It could be that the miracle was actually in the hearing and not the speaking.





In the past God had spoken to Israel directly through His prophets in their own Hebrew language. Now the Jews would have to hear from God indirectly through the languages of the Gentiles, because of their constant refusal of heeding God’s Word. This was a fulfillment of Isaiah 28:11-12. Since the fulfillment was established in the first century the sign is no longer needed.





There are no Apostles sent to establish a new Church!








“It is significant that the gift of tongues is nowhere alluded to, hinted at or even found in any writings of the Post Apostolic Fathers”. Cleon L. Rogers, The Gift of Tongues in the Post-Apostolic Church” Bibliotheca Sacra 122 (April-June 1965): 134.





The reality is the true gift of Tongues ceased long ago. This is why we do not find the gift (true or counterfeit) in use in every local church.





God is still a God of Miracles!
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